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This bibliography was developed to support the Mitchell Hamline Law Review Symposium
held in conjunction with the Minnesota Supreme Court Historical Society. The goal of this
bibliography is to enumerate scholarship centered on the Minnesota Constitution. It does
not include materials that mention or cite to the constitution in a secondary manner to
support discussions of other legal topics or as support or challenge in a court case on
another substantive issue. Writers should use this as a starting point for articles but should
also do their own research on topics of interest.

History of the Minnesota Constitution

The Constitution of Minnesota was adopted in 1857, but at the time, intense animosity
between the Republicans and Democrats resulted in two separate documents being drawn
up so members of one party would not have to sign a document containing the signatures
of members of the other party. The rush to create two copies resulted in over 300
differences between the two documents, but fortunately these differences were all in
grammar and style rather than in substance.

In 1947 and 1948, there was an attempt to reform the constitution through a Constitutional
Commission which recommended major changes to the document. The call for a
constitutional convention did not pass the legislature, but many of the recommendations
were adopted by the legislature in the years following.

In 1971 a Constitutional Study Commission was created to make recommendations for
constitutional revision. The commission drafted a restructured constitution to correct
grammatical and stylistic errors and remove language that was outdated or unnecessary.
This document was introduced in the 1974 legislative session as Senate File 1713. It was
enacted into law (1974 Minn. Laws 787) and ratified by the public in the 1974 general
election.

Minnesota Constitution Text

The text of the two versions (Democratic and Republican) of the Constitutions of 1857 can
be found on the Minnesota Historical website:
https://mnhs.gitlab.io/archive/constitution/www.mnhs.org/library/constitution/index.html


https://mnhs.gitlab.io/archive/constitution/www.mnhs.org/library/constitution/index.html

The text of the Minnesota Constitution as revised in 1974, along with some other
foundational documents, can be found in the Minnesota Statutes and Minnesota Statutes
Annotated. The historical documents included are:

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 (Act of Congress July 13, 1787)

Organic Act of Minnesota, An Act to Establish the Territorial Government of
Minnesota (Passed March 3, 1849)

Act Authorizing a State Government (Passed Feb. 26, 1857)

Act of Admission to the Union, An Act for the Admission of Minnesota into the Union
(Passed May 11, 1858)

Minnesota Revised Statutes Enactment (Approved March 8, 1945)

Constitution of the United States

The Minnesota Constitution can also be found online at the Office of the Revisor of Statutes

website: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/constitution/

Law Review Articles (in chronological order)

William Anderson, The Constitution of Minnesota, 5 Minn. L. Rev. 407 (1921),
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/2509/.

William Anderson, The Need for Constitutional Revision in Minnesota, 11 Minn. L.
Rev. 189 (1927), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/2518/.

Henry Rottschaefer, A State Income Tax and the Minnesota Constitution, 12 Minn. L.
Rev. 683 (1928), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/1467/.

Willam Anderson, Reorganizing Minnesota’s Judiciary, 27 Minn. L. Rev. 383 (1943),
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/2536/.

Minn. L. Rev. Editorial Board, Preliminary Report on Revision of the Judiciary Article
of the Minnesota State Constitution, 32 Minn. L. Rev. 458 (1948),
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/2663/.

Maynard E. Pirsig, The Proposed Amendment of the Judiciary Article of the
Minnesota Constitution, 40 Minn. L. Rev. 815 (1956),
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/1938/.

G. Theodore Mitau, Constitutional Change by Amendment: Recommendations of
the Minnesota Constitutional Commission in Ten Years’ Perspective, 44 Minn. L. Rev.
461 (1960), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/1344/.

Minn. L. Rev. Editorial Board, An Effort to Revise the Minnesota Bill of Rights, 58
Minn. L. Rev. 157 (1973), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/3039/.
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Note, Constitutional Law — Search of an Attorney’s Office Held Unreasonable Under
the Minnesota Constitution, 7 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 253 (1981),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol7/iss1/14/.

Ruth A. Mickelsen, The Use and Interpretation of Article I, Section Eight of the
Minnesota Constitution 1861-1984, 10 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 667 (1984),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol10/iss4/4/.

Terrence J. Fleming & Jack Nordby, The Minnesota Bill of Rights: “Wrapt in the Old
Miasmal Mist”, 7 Hamline L. Rev. 51 (1984).

Stacy A. Broman, Note, Limiting Probationer’s Rights Under the Minnesota
Constitution: State v. Murphy, 10 Hamline L. Rev. 279 (1987).

Noah Cashman, Michael P. Ferro, Kim M. Schmid & Victor H. Smith, Recent
Developments in Minnesota Law, Constitutional: Minnesota Recognizes a Right of
Privacy: State v. Gray, 413 N.\W.2d 107 (Minn. 1987), 14 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 193
(1988), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol14/iss1/7/.

Maynard E. Pirsig & Randall M. Tietjen, Court Procedure and the Separation of
Powers in Minnesota, 15 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 141 (1989),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol15/iss1/13/.

Rita Coyle DeMeules, Minnesota’s Variable Approach to State Constitutional
Claims, 17 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 163 (1991),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol17/iss1/14/.

Kent M. Williams, Note, Property Rights Protection under Article I, Section 10 of the
Minnesota Constitution: A Rational for Providing Possessory Crimes Defendants

with Automatic Standing to Challenge Unreasonable Searches and Seizures, 75
Minn. L. Rev. 1255 (1991), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/mlr/1752/.

Lisa M. Wiencke, Invoking the State Constitution to Invalidate Legislation: Who'’s
Guarding the Guardians?, 18 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1073 (1992),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol18/iss4/12/.

Melissa Sheridan & Bradford S. Delapena, Individual Liberties Claims: Promoting a
Healthy Constitution for Minnesota, 19 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 683 (1993),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol19/iss3/7/.

Ann Marlow Grabiel, Note, Minnesota Public Money and Religious Schools: Clearing
the Federal and State Constitutional Hurdles, 17 Hamline L. Rev. 203 (1993).

John E. Simonett, Essay, An Introduction to Essays on the Minnesota Constitution,
20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 227 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/1/.
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Jack Nordby, Essay, Thirty-Two Reflections on the Birth, Slumber and Reawakening
of the Minnesota Constitution, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 245 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/2/.

Fred L. Morrison, Essay, An Introduction to the Minnesota Constitution, 20 Wm.
Mitchell L. Rev. 287 (1994), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/3.
John M. Baker, The Minnesota Constitution as a Sword: The Evolving Private Cause
of Action, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 313 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/4/.

Ann L. lijima, Minnesota Equal Protection in the Third Millennium: “Old
Formulations” or “New Articulations”?, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 337 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/5/.

Michael K. Steenson, Fundamental Rights in the Gray Area: The Right of Privacy
Under the Minnesota Constitution, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 383 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/6/.

Floyd B. Olson, The Enigma of Regulatory Takings, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 433
(1994), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/7/.

John R. Tunheim, Criminal Justice: Expanded Protections under the Minnesota
Constitution, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 465 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/8/.

Cynthia R. Bartell, Comment, Giving Sobriety Checkpoints the Cold Shoulder: A
Proposed Balancing Test for Suspicionless Seizures under the Minnesota
Constitution, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 515 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/9/.

Kathleen Smith Ruhland, Equal Opportunity Education for Minnesota’s School
Children: A missed Opportunity by the Court, 20 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 559 (1994),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol20/iss2/10/.

Russell Pannier, Abraham’s Theory of Constitutional Interpretation, 29 Wm. Mitchell
L. Rev. 265 (2002), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol29/iss2/9/.

Douglas A. Hedin, The Quicksands of Originalism: Interpreting Minnesota’s
Constitutional Past, 30 Wm. L. Rev. 241 (2003),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol30/iss1/14/.

Jodie Carlson, Comment, State v. Askerooth: Re-Applying the Terry Principle of
Reasonableness to Traffic Stop under the Minnesota Constitution, 31 Wm. Mitchell
L. Rev. 1397 (2005), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol31/iss4/3/.

Melissa M. Milbert, Note, The Legislature Should Clean up Its Act— The Minnesota
Citizens’ Personal Protection Act, a DNR Technical Bill, and the Single-Subject and
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Title Clause of the Minnesota Constitution, 31 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1545 (2005),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol31/iss4/8/.

Steven P. Aggergaard, Religion, Speech, and the Minnesota Constitution: State-
based Protections Amid First Amendment Instabilities, 32 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 719
(2006), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol32/iss2/2/.

Rachel Bond & Theodora Gaitas, State v. Carter: The Minnesota Constitution
Protects Against Random and Suspicionless Dog Sniffs of Storage Units, 32 Wm.
Mitchell L. Rev. 1287 (2006), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol32/iss4/11/.
Teresa Stanton Collett, Constitutional Confusion: The Case for the Minnesota
Marriage Amendment, 33 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1029 (2007),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol33/iss3/9/.

Anthony S. Winer, How a Marriage Discrimination Amendment Would Disrespect
Democracy in Minnesota, 33 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1059 (2007),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol33/iss3/3/.

Paul H. Anderson & Julie A. Oseid, A Decision Tree Takes Root in the Land of 10,000
Lakes: Minnesota’s Approach to Protecting Individual Rights under Both the United
States and Minnesota Constitutions, 70 Alb. L. Rev. 865 (2007),
https://www.albanylawreview.org/article/69389-a-decision-tree-takes-root-in-the-

land-of-10-000-lakes-minnesota-s-approach-to-protecting-individual-rights-under-

both-the-united-states-and-minnesot.

William Z. Pentelovitch & Alain M. Baudry, When Conventional Wisdom is Wrong:
Why Recent Proposed Amendments to the Minnesota Constitution Should Not Have
Been Put to a Popular Vote, 34 Hamline J. Pub. L. & Pol’y 193 (2012).

Robert A. Stein, Building a Strong Foundation: Justice John Simonett and
Constitutional Law in Minnesota, 39 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 768 (2013),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/wmlr/vol39/iss3/9/.

Mary Jane Morrison, Amending the Minnesota Constitution in Context: The Two
Proposals in 2012, 34 Hamline J. Pub. L. & Pol’y 115 (2013).

Mohammad Ali Mahmood, State Constitutional Law — Method of Constitutional
Amendment - Minnesota’s Voter ID Law May Be Submitted to the Electorates as a
Ballot Question; League of Women Voters Minnesota v. Ritchie, 819 N.W.2d 636
(Minn. 2012), 44 Rutgers L.J. 745 (2014).

Lauren M. Hoglund, Note, Constitutional Law: Hey, That’s My Trash? Warrantless
Searches of Garbage under the Minnesota Constitution — State v. McMurray, 42
Mitchell Hamline L. Rev. 353 (2016),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/mhlr/vol42/iss1/16/.
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e Brittany Campbell, Comment, The Big Stink about Garbage: State v. McMurray and a
Reasonable Expectation of Privacy, 36 B.C. J. L. & Soc. Just. 14 (2016),
https://lira.bc.edu/works/publication-article/gmj1d-1de60.

e Christopher M. Terlingo, Comment, Minnesota Checks in to the Judicial Federalism
Debate by Extending Privacy Protections to Hotel Guest Registry Information Under
the State Constitution — State v. Leonard, 943 N.W.2d 149 (Minn. 2020), 74 Rutgers
U. L. Rev. 1529 (2022), https://rutgerslawreview.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/06_Terlingo_Website.pdf.

e Maddie Post, Inefficient Mercy: The Procedural, Constitutional, and Prudential
Issues That Plague Minnesota’s Pardoning Process, 48 Mitchell Hamline L. Rev. 307
(2022), https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/mhlr/vol48/iss1/8/.

e Christine Gale, Filling the Gaps: How an Environmental Rights Amendment Can
Save Minnesota’s Shorelines, 51 Mitchell Hamline L. Rev. 424 (2025),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/mhlr/vol51/iss3/3/.

e Jess Braverman, Unpacking the 2024 Minnesota ERA Language: A Litigator’s
Perspective, 51 Mitchell Hamline L. Rev. 350 (2025),
https://open.mitchellhamline.edu/mhlr/vol51/iss3/1/.

e Luke Pollack, Comment, Minnesota State Legislature Given the Final Word on Felon
Disenfranchisement after Supreme Court of Minnesota Affirms Its Constitutionality:
Schroederv. Simon, 985 N.W.2d 529 (Minn. 2023), 77 Rutgers U.L. Rev. 1131 (2025),
https://rutgerslawreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/08_Pollack.pdf.

Bar Journal Articles (in chronological order)

e MaryJeanne Coyne, Reapportionment in Minnesota, 52 Women Law. J. 62 (1966).

e Terrence l. Fleming, The Minnesota Bill of Rights: Ascending from the Damp
Savannas, 54 Hennepin L. 16 (Sept./Oct. 1984).

e William J. Keppel & James E. Dorsey, The Minnesota Constitution and the Protection
of Individual Rights, 56 Hennepin L. 18 (May/June 1987).

e Howard J. Vogel, Remembering Minnesota’s Bill of Rights, 48 Bench & B. Minn. 33
(May/June 1991).

e NancyJ. Bode, An Experiment in Judicial Federalism, 61 Hennepin Law. 22
(Nov./Dec. 1991).

e Timothy J. Pawlenty, Distinguishing Filament from Figment: Minnesota’s Single
Subject Rule, 57 Bench & B. Minn. 36 (July 2000).

e David Schultz, Taking Privacy Seriously: A Theory of Personal Autonomy, 73
Hennepin Law. 4 (March/April 2004).
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David A. Schultz, Mining Unexplored Riches: Litigating State Constitutional Claims,
63 Bench & B. Minn. 27 (April 2006).

Nick Dranias, Eminent Domain Abuse in Minnesota, 62 Bench & B. Minn. 19 (2005).
Marshall H. Tanick, Amending the Constitution: History and Hysteria, 64 Bench & B.
Minn. 21 (Feb. 2007).

Wil Fluegel, Maintaining the Integrity of the Judiciary: The Quie Commission’s
Majority Report, 76 Hennepin Law. 6 (Nov. 2007).

Kenneth F. Kirwin, Minnesota’s Constitution: An Essential tool in Search & Seizure
Cases, 65 Bench & B. Minn. 29 (Nov. 2008).

Charles M. Goldstein & Micaela Magsamen, Constitutional Concerns in Defining
Marriage in Minnesota, 81 Hennepin Law. 8 (March 2012).

Sonja Peterson, Don’t Let Minnesota’s Bill of Rights Become a Denial of Rights, 81
Hennepin Law. 34 (March 2012).

Jane Holzer & Tom Horner, Marriage, Equality, and the Minnesota Constitution, 69
Bench & B. Minn. 24 (July 2012).

Marshall Tanick, Amending Minnesota’s Constitution: Here We Go, Again, and Again,
69 Bench & B. Minn. 30 (July 2012).

Point/Counterpoint - On the Ballot: Voter ID (Rep. Mary Kiffmeyer, Rep. Steve
Simon), 81 Hennepin Law. 19 (Sept. 2012).

Phillip M. Kitzer & Brian T. Rachel, The Jury’s Still Out: Assessing the
Constitutionality of the MHRA’s Ban on Jury Trials, 82 Hennepin Law. 30 (March
2013).

Michael Steenson, Roots of Constitutional Government: Magna Carta at 800, 72
Bench & B. Minn. 18 (Jan. 2015).

Jamie Bover & John Munich, Minnesota’s Public School System Goes on Trial, 76
Bench & B. Minn. 26 (Jan. 2019).

David L. Lillehaug & Devin T. Driscoll, One Hundred Years, Ten Constitutional Cases,
88 Hennepin Law. 26 (May/June 2019).

Sharon VanDyck & Wilson Scott, Minnesota after Dobbs: Understanding the State
Constitution’s Protections for Reproductive Rights, 79 Bench & B. Minn. 18 (Nov.
2022).

Minnesota State Government Resources

Constitution of the State of Minnesota, Office of the Revisor of Statutes. Available
at: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/constitution/.

Constitution of the State of Minnesota, version list. Available at:
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/constitution/versions.
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Constitutional Study Commission (1971-1973)
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/agencies/detail?AgencylD=288. Includes links to:

o Governor Wendell R. Anderson, Special Message: Ethics in State

Government and Legislative Reform: To Meet the Challenge of a New Day

o Final Report and Committee Reports: Minnesota Constitutional Study

Commission (1973)

o Minutes: Minnesota Constitutional Study Commission (1971-1972)
Minnesota State Constitution Amendments Considered, Minnesota Legislative
Reference Library (includes links to original ballot language, and list that can be
sorted by year and adoption/rejection). Available at:
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/mngov/constitutionalamendments.

Minnesota State Constitutional Amendments: Frequency, Number, and
Ratifications Rates, Prepared by Deborah K. McKnight, Minnesota House of
Representatives Research Department (updated Nov. 2004).
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/docs/2004/other/040661.pdf.

Minnesota Constitutional Amendments: History and Legal Principles, Prepared by
Matt Gehring, Minnesota House of Representatives Research Department (March
2013). https://www.house.mn.gov/hrd/pubs/constamd.pdf.

Legislative Approval of Proposed Constitutional Amendments (1894-2013), Chart
prepared by Matt Gehring, House Research Department (June 2013).
https://www.house.mn.gov/hrd/issinfo/cavotes.pdf.

Constitutional Amendments Data. Compiled by the MN Secretary of State, MN
House Research, and the MN Legislative Reference Library, 2013.
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/pdf/archive/const_amend.pdf.

Books & Book Chapters

Note: The materials included here have a focus on the Minnesota constitution. There are

certainly more books that cover the history of Minnesota and in that discussion talk about

the constitution, its formation and events surrounding that time period. Consult your library

to research what other materials exist.

Francis H. Smith, The Debates and Proceedings of the Minnesota Constitutional
Convention including the Organic Acts of the Territory (1857),
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/sll:2913#?xywh=-2461%2C-
298%2C8073%2C5958 OR https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433034030951
Journal of the Constitutional Convention, of the Territory of Minnesota (1857),
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433034030969.
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T.F. Andrews, Debates and Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention for the
Territory of Minnesota (1858),
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/sll:3553#?xywh=-1845%2C-
325%2C8788%2C6486 OR https://hdl.handle.net/2027/coo1.ark:/13960/t5h99q82k
William Anderson, in collaboration with Albert J. Lobb, A History of the Constitution
of Minnesota with the First Verified Text (Rsch. Publ’ns of the Univ. of Minn., Studies
in the Social Sciences No. 15, 1921), https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.hx4zpr
Harold F. Kumm, The Constitution of Minnesota Annotated (Bureau for Rsch. in
Gov’t of the Univ. of Minn., Pub. No. 3, 1924),
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.$b47270

Report of the Constitutional Commission of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minn., Oct. 1,
1948, https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uc1.b5195337&seq=11

Betty Kane, Amending Our State Constitution: Continuity Through Ordered Change,
in Minnesota Legislative Manual (1981). Available at:
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/webcontent/lrl/mngov/betty kane.pdf

Mary Jane Morrison, The Minnesota State Constitution: A Reference Guide
(Reference Guides to the State Constitutions of the United States, No. 34, G. Alan
Tarr, series ed., 2002).
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